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“hen faid Saul. 


he Familiar 


And when the Di (ciples faw him: on 


Hone’ igitur terrorem.. 
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it may not be a enter- 
prize to combat this mighty Coloffus. 
It is, I am confciotis, a feeble hand,. 
that. here aims a blow, and it 
be no wonder if one of the fir/t at- 
tempts of this kind makes but little 
impreffion, but at leaft it may per- 
~haps encourage fome abler arm to pufh 
-the tottering monfterwith force 
fetch it to the ground. 
At is hoped: theauthor’s honeft inten- 4 
on for the of. pure religion; 
for the honour of God and Providence, 
| Jin oppofition, to their adverfaries ; for 
“rational cconftruction of {eripture, 
violence tothe letter;- 
. ,and his endeavour to. protect weaknefs 
againft,the impofitions wickednefs ; 
|» may plead his excu fe foe this trou ble to’ 
the publick.. 
‘Title. work with fome reflections on 
fecond fightedne/s,—philtres, but if 
What i is here only offered prove of anyufe 
to 
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“The author ‘of tra,.was fir 
to this undertaking ‘fally 
indignation at the.contemptiblemom- 
der in Cock-lane,., that.has.lately. mage 
fo much and. the: more, wouder- 
ful attention paid to it, even’ by fome | 
perfons of rank and character.: 
There is certainly nothing. requifite Ja 


to explode all ridiculous chimeras of 


but the w/e of a common 

fhare of fenfe and underftanding : but 

to save, and to w/e, are two different 
things. We fee this in the inftanceof » 
the grave and wife Lord Clarendon, _— 
-who could blot his excellent Hiftory of \. 

the Rebellion (as it is titled) by pc be 
narration of a ftory of this kind 
ftory, not only to be a 

_ forgery ; but even the credential fecre# 
| of the impofter now commonly 
to be known. 
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reafonable part 


candid ‘peru 
to recommen 
fheets. The credulous herd, 
Dlindly prepared to {wallow ev 
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by wiry 


or nation:in t 
pii captivity of the undesftanding 


prevailec -It is: ‘equally. true, 

folly has. 

things fupernatura} and wonderful ; 


omens and. prog 
he want. 


e courfe of providence. 


Fance; or the decest of people more artful 
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folly commenced. in: 
the ftatutes ordained a 


‘Gen. 


the world, ‘by 
gainft witchcraft and 
by.the law. giyer Mofes.—Thou foalt 
not. fiffer awitch to-live *.—Seck nit after wiz 
Bards to be defiled by them +.—There fhall not 
found among you any one that ufeth divination, 
dbjerver of times; or an enchanter, or a 
switch, or a charmer, or a -confuulter: with familiar 
‘ora wizzard; or a necromancer Nay 
before.this we:find thefe* arts feem to 
have been profeffed in Egypt, by what Jofeph 
‘hid brethren, ‘upon the! recovery of his 
Wot-ye not, that fuch a man: as I, can 
tall which, by flo ‘means: led» to 
yanypdevilith for’. fupernatural 
‘| time :ofs}Pharaoh or 
to affli@ their fellow-creatures, by the 
<of [pirits; jor’ by: nécromantic: arts: 
batconly: that fell: in with the 
ition of the; people, and of the' times; 
ferias in: thein.own. to 
tention, all,imagination: about them; 
prevent all mind: fromy obedience 
and weverence:to» the! true God: Ifrael. 
“Mofessidoes not: :acknowledgecthe reality: sof 
* Ex. xxii. 18, t Lev. xix. 
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of cunning and deluding impoftors. 
Weknow the grofs and invincible ignorance 


‘¢empts and conceits about them: in order, 

fig part y to eafe and pacify the minds of the vul- 
mm car; and partly to prevent the knavith defigns 


of that people ; fuch as may naturally be 


pected in minds, uncultivated, enflaved, and 
bowed down, like their backs, to the burdens. 
me of Egypt. This rendered them cafily capable, 


me of, nay prone to embrace the ftupid and 

See idolatrous fuperftitions of all their neighbours ; 
notwithftanding all the revelations; and ma~ 


and ever 


en, that even in the da 
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this, .you mu ee, renderec Cr equally 
capable of that fi uperititious lendeiels faith in, 
k pow d witchcraft; ‘which then; a 
magick,powers, and witchcrait; “whi 
fince, has prevailed in the agan 
T d | 
gau eir Tort €ars a W 
th yy bode.in the wilder-, 
nefs, or their four luaundre ears conaditatio 

AWith the Canaanites aad not wi aw 

| ‘thele ignorant prejudices: or t 

the pS n the 
k l ould be el uded and Ww 
€nougn to ieex to the imaginary witch of 

- dor ougn the circumstances of t 
- ftory.itfelf, as recorded in {cripture, if fairl q 

y {cripture, if fairly 
examined, will argue indeed the fuperftitious 
credull an adice of thofe times; but 
Wl no means prove .the real apparition o ae 
ipirits; or the exiftence:of magick powers, and ~~ 
° 
| | 


~ 


‘ 
. 


4, 
~ 
mae 
* 
~ 
. 
> 
3 
‘ 
* 
~ 


men, the faints, and 


thus to difturb. them. 
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Tt would. not. to my. fabje 
gut out all the difficulties, that incuniber 
fhort, Riftory,, as vulgarly received -and' 
conftrued : It. thall be" then. 
From the woman faying 
bring up? {ays the king ; | 
ever Saul might: expect or believe, in 
times of ignorance, under the infatuation and 
“extreme difordér of his mind in diftrefs; yet 
be credible toa tational underftandin 
to fuppofe ‘it in the power of : any human. 
or of ‘any evil {pirit, to difturb the’ 


fe of a foul departed ; "and of all” the de- 


cealed ‘world, as’ as ‘Of. Samuel, “if, the 
‘enquirer might demand, whom ‘he would 
fee. For though.we ‘but little of fouls; 
_ after their departure from the body, Beyond’ 
‘what revelation has difcovered: yet we ‘Know 
enough to prefume, that a revocation “Of a 
f{pirit, from the earth, where it is not, (when 
itis feturned to God, who at i). be” 
"2. Mach tefg can the (pirits of the ‘bet’ 
éculiar ‘fervants: of 
God,’ be within the ‘power of evil agents, 
Yet Samuel was 
difturbed : for thus he compl: ains to 
okey bap thou ai quieted me, to bring 
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‘abfurdity ‘a conittadition ; as” may. per- 
flaps be mote particulatly: obferved! hereafter, 
| Yet the fetends “to jee 

her defcription. of ‘him, drefs.-” 

fhe} (more impudently abfurd if po! 

fible) to’ fee Gods ~afcending, as it 

‘the immediately fhrieks’ out, ‘if furptiged) 

~and terrified to the laft degtee. “Did the then 

diftruft the force of her Owh art? or-was this’ 

pretence’ a” part: of the’ jugele, the better 

How’ can pirit™ be: 

as a humani voice ? 
6. If Saul in the an: suith of his. 

hope'to obtain ‘advice; by ufing’ Violence to the 

fpirit’ of the’ déceafed, which He’ knew the 

prophet’ would ‘not have: given “him, if*alives 

yet how can we: rationally fuppofe, ‘that God A 
would anfwer Saul by thie? fpirit of Samuel in 

an unjuftifiable and devilifh way of en quiry 

we know’he refufed to” anfwer him: in 

the ‘legal way. by “his ‘prophets; or by 

and ‘Thummim. Or-could Saul. believe: that 

tobea true and dorne anfwer, which was’ 
fought for, and’ extorted by devilith means? 

. But thefe difficulties, which might other- 
wile feem to bear hard on the truth of the "4 
Rory: according to the common accepta= 


ve 


and bowed. 
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by obferying in: the laft place, that it does not 
appear from. the text itfelf that Saul ever faw 
“a pparition of Samuel, : or heard his voice: 
f, indeed, that he ever appeared at all. The 
- Woman pretended to fee Samuel: upon which 
the king faid to her,—What form is ee ; 
plying by that very queftion, that he faw him 
not himfelf, She replies,, as the might eafily 
. from the well known age and habit of the 
~ Chief p tieft ; He is an old man, and covered with 
& pally _ And by this defcription only Saul 
perceived, ‘or underftood. that it was Samuel : 
upon which ‘he fooped with his face to the ground, 

» which was rather hiding, 
himfelf than fceing. the apparition. The fol- 
lowing ‘converfation is apparently carried. on,, 
dike a tru, juggle, by the mediation or inter- 
vention of the woman; without any dire@ or | 
vifible intercourfe between. Saul and Samuel ; 
at latt the terrified and:diftreffed king faints 
@way.ina fwoon. Thus the hard improbabi-. 
ge that prefs the fo of a real apparition, 
are eafily accounted for: and thus the whole 
imaginary tranfaction is conducted and clofed, 
as might be expected from any of the tribe, 
jugglers or fortune-tellers, by a fcene of 
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not to teach the 
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like manner “as Mofes, fot 


have denounced the punithment of witches. - 
forcerers. J will cut off witchcraft. out.of 
thine band, faith Micah, and thou fhalt bave - | 
no. more footbfayers*. To the fame purpofe 
undoubtedly, as Mofes himfelf had: ordamed» 
penalties before: wiz. to abftract the attention’ =| 
of people from thofe delufions and impoftures; 


to create an averfion to the évil ufes, thatthe 3 

heathens made of fuch faperftitions, 

els the i impofitions of the — and more 5 
It is evident to obferve; that the meremen~ 


of- opinions or things in feripture, when 
_ they are not exprefsly taught, commanded, or 
declared ; is by no means a rule to infer the a 


4 


trath, of “exiftence of them. Thefacred writ- 
ings frequently. adopt the ufe of vulgar 
. guage, and fall.in with the ordinary prevailing = 
Rotions of the times; without any intention 
to teach, {upport, or confirm fuch notions ; or 
give them the authority of divine revelation : 
but only to them the more ecafily 


* | 
Chap. v, ver. 12. 
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yy battle of Gibeon +, ‘commianding the Jun 


“and moon to fiand fill: it by no means implies: 
tHe real*miotion-or diurnal revolution of ‘thé 
fun philofophy has fince fufficiencdly prov- 
_éd the old vulgar opinion. about itto be errone- 
ous and falfe, without of 
{cripture veracity, 


thus ‘too, ‘when ithe: brazen fea ‘of So- 
is defcribed, round vafe ten cubits 


in diameter, and thirty i in ‘it’s circumferencets 


not meantto prove this be the-exaét 
of! a‘circle’s diameter-to its periphe= 
‘Ty and almoft: mechanick now: knows. 


know alfo that the are‘not™ 


intended to inftru@ us: in philofophical,-but 
in. divine truths. not in- fpeculative’ fcience;: 
but in moral wifdom : and where no Pace 
improvement is concerned ; we ‘ate left to the 
ufe of our own human faculties: to! extricate” 


dices. | 
Mofes the therefore have 
metitioned. withes, forcerers,’ and 
ters ; it is in’ conformity: only to the ignorance 
of thofe times, and in compliance to prevail- 
dg cuftom :- they. adapt their language to’ the 
_‘eftablithed notions: of that “age: and: people! 
But place affert the real truth and exe 
iftence of devilith arts: much lefsdo they 
t Chap. x. ver.13. 
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fatther obferve,. that_argumem 


a 


y, drawn from {cripture, on mag 


lich in themfelyes are not dir 


“only confequential and 
efe kin sof arguments 


hen tt 
natural reafon, Or. tend to moral 


“pre aided: 
“to cafes or ‘things contrary to. ‘reafon, or not 
“fabfervient to moral ends; they. are of 1 no force 
or validity, a all : and nothing lefs than 
and politive aflertion of. feri Can command 


ules, are juft and conclufive ;. but ‘applied 4 


our “faith aud affent, 


“Tf then the appaition {pirits, or the power 
of witchcraft, 
and declared-; t ‘notion itfelf be unrea- 
fonable, and without. any ‘tendency. to moral 


ules: all arguments, from the contingent, or 


occafional mention of in Acripture, 
‘this confequential kind on nly; 3 and of ¢ courfe 
Many examp es mi produced parallel 
te 


the fubject we are. Spe: tos. which 


ight ferve both 

firm this. obfervation for. inftance, Ex 
Te Make us. ds, he 
‘to Aaron,” 
‘ye fi nd. “by Mofes,. and 

‘penalties. “annouiced by prophets 

paintt maki Yet whoever would ar- 


re abfolutely taught 


to “Muftrate and fo Jahan 
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¢ more Gods than one ; and that they might 


‘be thought to reafon ver 


farmption: but even to affront and blafpheme 
“both reafon and {cripture. Jt is the peculiar 


God: and then, in otder to be ‘quit with their 
Creator, 
But ftill it may be faid; Did Mofes then 
gad laws againft witches and forcerers to ne 
purpofe, and ordain, punithments againft a real 
Rothing ? Ts this confiftent with the dignity of 
divine authority ? T anfwer, that divine au- 
‘thority in this cafe is not neceffarily fuppofed 
to be concerned, As the penalties were tem- 
poral, ‘fo the laws themfelves: ‘were civil,. 
Amply no more than a civil legiflative autho- 
: ahd then ‘there is nothing. more extraor- 
ang in it, than that the legiflature of our 
own country thould have done the fame thing 
againft the fame ‘crimes, that had ‘no, ground s 
or exiftence. 
“Bat if you infift, that the. prophets alfo an- 
‘pounce enalties in this cafe which plainly 
argue ike ‘interpofition of divine authority, 
againft thefe wickedneffes : yet ftill it may be 
‘replied, that thefe laws- and. penalties do no 
‘where pofitively affert the reality of the crimes 
and that it was. fugicient 


gry were mide, even by human hands; 
ould not onl 

conclufively om’ fuch confequential pre- 4 
of Roman Catholick. . ignorance and 
affurance, to believe themfelves. made by one 


prefume to make their God again. - 
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cvil arts. And therefore as_all communi¢ation 
with them was intended to be prevented; 
Me it might well become both the prophets, and 
rs ithe. divine | legiflator, to forbid all tendency 
to the ftudy of fciences ; which, tho’ ‘groun 
me lefs and falfe in themfelves, were yet by a: 
vulgar of God’s’ own ‘people fuppofed 
veal; and looked on as one of the chief des 
and reproaches of the heath 2 

™ We may argue in like manner upon in 
Me texts of the New Teftament, where we'find — 
me the mention of the apparition of fpirits; and 
me the condemnation of wizzards and forcerers, 
as in the old law.~-When the difciples fave 
a Jefus walking on the fea, They were troubled; 
faying, It is fpirit®, And again, aften' his 
re{urrection,—They were terrified; and affright> 
and fuppofed they. had feen a 
St. Paul fays—They who are guilty of idolatry, 
witchcraft, fhall not inherit the kingdom of 
God||:—AndSt. John fays, Murderers, fortes 
cerers, and idolaters, Ge. fhall have their part 
a 
. The: of. thefe paflage es are: 
proof of the credulity of the age::and that 


bility of fpirits; butiare no. proof at alleof 
and atual apparition of fpirits, And ou 


bours of the Jewith people pretended to: 


igi 


hofe who were ‘affrighted deliewed the vifi- 
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viour to is. tai fo far 
ferting or teaching their real vifible exiftence; 
that the contrary feems to be evidently pre- 
famed and implied.. The difciples, when 
 firft they faw Jefus after his were 
affrighted, and thought rhey had feen a: 
He rebukes their fimple fears, with fayingy 4 
Spirit bath not flefh and bones, as ye See me have®. 
_As if he had faid, Your vulgar notions of ap- & 
"-paritions are the effects of igndrance and weak- 
 nefs ; and -your foolith fears are fuperftitious 
and childifh:: for:I am vifible; becaufe rifen 
in the body; with my dying wounds upon 
“me: bat whatever is immaterial and purely 
{piritual, cannot, like a body; reflect the rays 
of light, by which things are vifible : and 
eonfequently the apparition of a pure fpirit, 
“in the firft idea of it, .is abfurd and impof- i 
 fible. Noman bath feen God at any time + ; 
for this reafon, becaufeGod is afpirit. 
maintain not, that..the , paraphrafe ¢ Aven 
of thefe words, is the proper, ftrict, and flely 
_ $ntended. meaning of the text: but only that 
‘the words will very well. bear that conftruc- 
tion, All, that I propofe:to infer from hence, 
4s, that the words do not neceffarily imply; Bi 
Nor are any: way intended to teach, or 
like may be obferved se 
before... The. difciples were troubled,.and 
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of the fame. vulgar. kind,* as their notions of feds’ 
ing a {pirit : arguments. indeed of their human — 
infirmity ; but none at ‘all, for the reality of — 
apparitions. For what other caufe, but vulgar 
weaknefs was there for their fright ?They ear 
been. witneffes of our Lord’s fupernatural pow- 
er ; they had feen his miracles often before-s - 
without any other furprize, than a pious admi- 
ration. . And if the weak: paffions and preju- : 
dices, common to.thofe and: fucceeding times, 
had not pofteffed them ; there does-not appear 
any.reafon, why they fhould be affrighted at ~ 


feeing the fame great. worker of miracles walk- 
| ingonthe fea. The whole proves their fub- 
| jection to the vulgar prejudices of the times 5 
_ but not the juttice: of them ;. not the real a appa- 

of [pirits i is highly abfurdand 


ARLE true gr of ele prevailing. an- 
UB. to this. day, concerning ghoftsiand 
Spirits, is, partly. their. long and-habitual efta- 

 blithment inthe world ; created. at firtt by.ig- 

-norance,.and childith fear, in the days illi- 
terature. fuperftition’ ; ; and propagated 
down..to «modern. times, » bys 
caufes. Children fi 
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‘tions wete derived ; 
‘enough cf :reafon and’ judgemient to examine 


ward. 


eis. 


the, deceit ; and fo itis! (Shedd 
from) one to another ; till they: have the 
prounds, ftom whence their foolifh: imagina- 
and never acquire ftrength 


“And partly: the previletice thefe’ 


are: Owihg to a want of refolution and courage 


enough in'‘thofe, who are dectived by fudden 


; appearances, to fearch the caufe of their vain 


furprize ; dnd to fatisfy, and undeceive thems 
felves. For experience teftifies, that whenever 


@nquity and examination is made to the bottom 
of thefe adventures, with fobricty and: refoltiz 
the fpirit itfelf vanithes, and the delafion | 

becomes evident and plain. 


~The vulgar conceit therefore 
find ‘apparitions tnay, with the profoundeft re- 


Werence to fcripture,, be deemed abfurd and 
—Bimerical ; utterly inconfiftent with all. ratid- 


nal knowledge; and unworthy the ideas we 
ave of God’s providence, wifdom, and good- 

Believe all the ftoriés, that ate 
reported of them ; apparitions muft be 


as common as. living perfons; for 
@aninot tell fome ftories of them, which are not 


fabové remove or two from his own perfo- 
nal knowledge? But then it is obfervable; there — 


4efidt one of thefe tales, but what generally is 
foremoved. ‘The apparition is always feen, 
At were at fecond hand,” ‘And if we'are to 
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pervert the order atid courfe of providence; 


as any ‘of thofe, which ‘the f{cripture re~ 


Puy 
5 


Mae tion of the gofpel itfelf ? And this, ifdohe f 
ae frequently as reported, only to depreciate the 
value of all miracles ; ‘and make therfi fuppofed 


‘to have bech only thecommon effeatsof nature, 


rather than the extraordinary” and divine’ inter- 


Pofitions of providence ? 
In particular; does’ not all nV: 


of chriftian revelation making miracles 


temptible ufes ;---or rather to no ufe at “all? 
= Lhe apoftles urge inafpecial manner the refur- 
ection of Jefus Chrift, asthe fundamental teh 


‘from the ftate of the dead ; capable of vifibility, 


cheap ;----fubfervient to infignificant and con- 


of chriftian'verity: but yet the return of ff pirits 


which difcredit; what fliall determine our 

Same faith and opinion; in ftories equally attefted, — 
hall I fay? or rather equally not attefted at 


— how frould ie otherwife ? Can we 
the fovercign Creator of the world ‘will 


difturb the fouls of perfons departed to “their 
m feparate ftate ; and thereby work a mitacle as 


Bee cords to have been wrought’ for thé confirma- 


one great‘and eminent proof of the truth 


f {peaking, walkin; g;and thelike huitian functions; 
‘is fonearof kin toa real refurreétion ; foneatlye- 
‘qual to it in point of preternatural inter pofition ; 

that, (when fuppofed common and familiat,) 

they render even that miracle of our 
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f his divine 


Ve may farther confider ; ; how is a pi pirit, 
in, itfelf immaterial invifible, to the. 
abject-of human fight ? how. is it.to.acquire 
the of, drefs, as well,as form and 
thape ? how it appear, as is often vulgar- 
ly smagined, and; why, in variety of thapes ;--- 
like a dog, with faucer eyes, for inftance,.es 
well as like a human perfon the prefent.cele- 
brated: choft*,, wifely to avoid the _preflure of — 
thefe,{cruples, has thought proper to appear ine 
mo. thape at. but the thape of kn 
feratching ompefion’ di 


Why is their appearance. 
aq to night anddarknefs?, but only thole 
4 are. the hours, when.our. fervile, fears. are moft 
q awake; when. our, imaginations, are ful- 


cefptible of delufions: andthere. is. Jeaft 


dibility of difcerning even. real. “appearances. 
For certainly, .in common. reafon, -{pirits 
mo more todo.with,night, than day-light 
af.any, information was really proyidentially. in- 
‘tended by them ; day-light;.and. -publick places 
‘refort, wou be: the. propereft for their 
when...there. might be ‘witnefles 
of the..gracious defign.. intended. 


ernatural and all could 


In Cock-lane. 
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| “10 you cannot no more thamany: oneican.pafs 


a @ «=a brother, or a friend; ‘to warn them of dan- 


; 
a 


the deceitfulteftimony, of oneindividual perfont 
— tor fight Poif ie is Saids 
their own: the poftibility: 
queftioned ; for, as Abraham faid tol 
‘the parable, Between us theresis: a a greats: gulf 
fixed*; fo thatthey, who would pafs from: bence 


from you to us, till called by mortality.—Ifeby ~ 7 
their:own: fif-power departed: fpiitsconldte- 
‘turn, and appear for the:information ofether | 
‘living friends: its probable ‘that -apparitions 


would be more commott, *thananm the mofhiue 
perftitious times was evés.believed: <Few 
would want a parent, a wife, a hufband, a child. 


— gers natural and moral ; to check their career _ 


In error and folly: and'to reduce ‘them to the 
ways of virttie, prudence, ‘and 
But if it be faid to'be, by the power of God : | 
let it be farther afked ; To what end, and for | 
‘what good, is this extraordinary work ‘of pai 
“this interruption of the’ courfé™ of natute to. 
employed? If it was for the reclaiming’ a 4 
finner, and to fave but one foul’ from everlaft- 
| “ing perdition ; it migiit be a caufe worthy of © 
divine interpofition : : and confequently in -fome 
degree credible. “But’ that ‘the’ fovereign be- 
thould and miraculoudy ia er 
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to difturb order of for 
light, the trifling, the infignificant. -purpofes, 
that. are alledged, and {uppofed in 
thefe fiories fuch as merely to and @ 
alarm us poor weak mottals; and to createg — 
fuperftitious awe, rather than a religious loves 
or at beft, only to difcover a butter pot: ful} 
of money, buried in the cellar; or a deed, or 
a will;, of which the heir has been defrauded, 
hidden in a rotten cheft, or behind the wain- 
‘{cot:- thefe are ends fo unworthy the dig- 
‘nity of providence; fo inconfiftent with the 
wwifdom and goodnefs of God, as to become 
incredible; and can only excite the indigies 
tion, rather than the attention, a fe 


CHAR. Iv. 


The pture concerni ng ‘wi vitebes and 
Jarther confidered. And of the demo- 


macks mentioned the 8 ofpels. 


U ‘to return to the of fcrip- 
tyre; the texts, that we have quoted 
Sore *, denouncing the punifhment of di- 
viners and forcerers, is not intended as an ar=_ 
\gument of their real gpiftence: but fhews, 4s 
we faid, a compliance with the {fame vulgar a 
errors, that prevailed ftillas in the time of 
Mofes.. And. as the gofpel was not defigned 
‘fo roy the law, but to fulfil ; we fee it con- 


* Gal. v. 20. Rey: xxi. 2. 
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and cufloms, and prejudices of the law ; whenr — 


| ever there appeared no. inducement or. caufe to 
contradict. the. ancient: opinions in eculative 


as. might. be natural. expect from difciples 
educated in Jewith prejudices; and f to 
— people, in the. fame ftile,.that the 
Lew: had: done before::.and leaves the world 
fe cither to retain their old ignorant notions; <or 
to get,rid of them ‘by the ufe of philofophy, 
und their own reafon. For certainly,toroot 

out every foolith error in opinion; ory yevery 

fe notion of ignorance and illiterature, is. unworthy 
the employment of adivine revelation... 
«The New Teftament, then, as we have ob= 
r A ferved of the Old, does. not concern itfelf to 
=rectify miftakes, and falfe apprehenfions, where 


in the error: ‘(and a wrong belief, implies 
ee not alwaysa danger of wrong, and. unrighteous 
practice.) As a farther confirmation of this 
4 obfervation; we find Peter, feeing the dif- 
ciple, whom Jefus loved, following ; 3, faith to 
him, Lord: ! and what fpall this man. do? .Fefus 
faith unto. dim; If I, will that be tarry, till 
7 come, avhat. is that to, thee? They went this 
faying abroad qmong. the brethren, that that di 
fhould not die: yet Fefus faid not. unio him, 
He fhalt not die; but if Iwill that he 
Come what ts 5 that to thee * 


4 


matters: it ufes the fame kind of guage, 


the of religion itfelf is not interefted 
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Phe like be with, 
tO erroneous opinions, cortcerning the 
time itfelf of our Saviour’s fecond coming :—= 
ae ‘Concerning the nature of the kingdom, which § 
_ fhe came to eftablifh, and which they fap @ 


poled was to be a kingdom of this world: 


and’ concerning alfo fome other miftaken 


prehenfions, even among the them- 
telvés ;- which eafily apply themfelves: the 
point we are proving. eg 
But the moft rérnarkable of. this 


kind, which I fhall therefore particularly init 
‘becaufe it has ‘more immediate-con- 
nedtion to the fubje@ in view; is that of the 


demoniacks in the gofpel. We frequently read [im 
of Jefus caftin g out devils (or demons) from 
“the bodies of men. And the general vulgar — 
notions of ¢hofe times, and of all times fince, 
“with the ignorant and ‘illiterate, feems to have 
“been; that demons, or evil fj pirits entered, iim 
‘poffeffed, and were incorporated in the bodies - 
‘of certain difeafed perfons; and cohabitedasit Tim 
were with the human foul. Yet a little ree 
Glextie: ‘on, and examination of the matter, 
‘will prove the falfity and impoflibility of fuch. 
an abfurd and fenfelefs opinion: and lead us 
conclude, with a certain late  illuftrious 
~‘phyfician *,~that all thofe poffeflions were no 
_ other than ‘common epileptick fits, or con- 


wullfive agitations, or fome fimilar diftertipers 


Mead De Moris Sacris. | 
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purcl 
Could demons perfonally poffels the bodies 
mankind at their own option?- if fo; -by 
fe what-kind of power did they doit? if you — 
fay, (as muft be,) by their who can 
believe that a merciful.and gracious God 
«would fubject his innocent creatures, without 
6diftinction, to the malice, tyranny, and tor- 
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® and yet find fcarce any mention of them bes 


me fore, or any authentick accounts of them fince 
thattime; in cotemporary authors of other 
countries? but only-that- demoniacal pof- 

{eflion was a name given in Judea.to certain 
cpileptick or convulfive difeafes ;- whofe effects 
me were obvious, but the caufes of them were not - 
underftood by the people. Wecannotfurely 
{uppofe this a diftemper providentially created, 

y forthe fubject of part of our Saviours 


f 


ee ment of infernal f{pirits? and if it was morally 
Mee =pollible in one age and country ; why has it 

fe not been fo, in all countries, and in all ages 
before and fince? befides, it fadly expofes 


me €6them tocontempt; and argues the fhort limi- 
tations of their power ;. to fee by. what weak 
hands they were fometimes eje@ted, and put to” 


flight; «for? our Saviour himfelf, in-his -difpute 
é with the Jews, who blafphemed him, argues _ 
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if (their. were to.caf th th 
And we ae that the feven fons of one pag 


affeéted this authority -: but with fhame..cer- 


tainly: to thefe imaginary demons ;. when the 


facceeded ; and the. -preternatural 
power gave way to the human :——with thame 
to the .exorcifts; when their attempts muif, 
carried, -and.they fled away naked and 


Either dacsefort thefe exorcifts were much 
thofe of:the Roman church, for more than a 


thoufand years paft,——cheats and impoftors; 
er they-only attempted by natural means the 


matural.diftempers. «|... 


If demoniacks were poffeffed by any real 


fpirits, or evil beings; it might be very natu- 
tal to prefume. the agitations, or. fymptoms at- 
tending them, fhould be of the fpiritual kind ; 
and affeft ithe mora/s,.rather than. the. corpo- 
weal faculties. of the patients: fo that. diabos 
lical paffions, bla{phemies and moral, impurities 
were more réeafonable to be ex pected, AD. 


 tortions body, which. are all nat ural, 
But.we find the mental 


deafnefs and dumbnefs, con val] fon .an 


fpiritual abilities of the, pofiefied. rather im- 
paired»in general, than. augmented. ; unlefs- 
the inftance of the maid, who. cryed after 


Paul; «be an exception ; brought. fer 


mafters much. gain by Joathfaying * 
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python: an expfeflion, not pro-’ 
fignifying a demoniacal- or ‘prophetick: 

but a name,+a.commion nathe given to, 
e chief«ptieftefs' ofthe heathen, oracles. 
| And if this gitl’s {pirit'was -only of ‘they fame,’ 
| kind with ithe prieftefs's,,.as the name- istelf. 
teftifies fhe may very’ well. be clafled-with- 


| thofe .enthufiaftick, raving} artificially,, 


| women, who im- 
~Who can> ad. 
(pirits, capable of poflefling= and. tormenting 
mankind by the extraordinary.com.. 
miffion of God ? and in that.cafe, why; thould 
the fame. extraordinary’ power be. 
| to counter-act itfelf in cafting them 
all: they ;could feize the bodies. of. men by 
| their own power; why not at anytime, and 
 atvall times, before and: our ap= 
Why did the. to. and 


| intreat » for: indulgence,’ upon their ejection. 


fince they» might, by the fame felf-power, 
fhave entered the bodies of new: patients, as” 
at firftentered the for mer ies 


“We may. farther dem: and. 6: one fingle 
| demion could fuch - ‘terrible. -agonies 


to the diftempered patient; what yal 
ftrength could fupport the conflict with feven ; 
(or with a whole legion of them together ? 
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| the abfurdity and impofhbility. of 
bodies of men; though in a moral. 
_fenfe, they may be fometimes {aid to poflefs 
their'fouls ; . when God judicially hardens and 
|  chaftizes hunian finners. I fhould prefume 
this cafe of Saul; into whom itis 
faid an evil fpirit from the Lord entered *. 
But perhaps what has already been hinted 
4s fufficient to lead-us to conclude, that the 
_ demoniacks in the gofpel were no other 
than patients afflifted with epileptick, con~ 
vulfive, or fome fuch. kind of diftempers ; 
which our Saviour miraculoufly healed, as he 
_ did many other kinds of matural diftempers. 
“But that he did not think it neceffary to corre@ [i 
the erroneous conceit of the people, con-. 
cerning demoniacal pofieffion: becaufe the 
_ réctifying fuch an inveterate error might have 
~ ‘been exceeding difficult; and could not ime. 


_. mediately tend to any moral improvement: 
and becaufe the cure of what they reckoned. 7 
‘demoniacal madnefs (like thé cure of other 3 


natural difeafes) was as real a miracle, as'a 

conqueft of demons could have been; and 

argued the fame divine power in Jefus: Chrit 

_. as his -healing all other ficknefs and difeafes 
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like the -Old, adapts its ftile to the. notions 


the volgar,- in its. language about. fpirits, 


witches, and forcerers; as it feemstodohere 
on the fubject of on 


~ 


ee and perhaps derived from it; has pre- 
| vailed ever fince the time of our Saviour, even. 


parallel to that we have been {peaking . 


to this day. Any ftrange and violent dif- 
| temper. in Judea, the fymptoms of which 


could not. be phyfically accounted for} or 
which would not yield to medicine, and the 
ordinary ‘arts of cure; were in  thofe days 
| called demoniacal: and ignorantly attributed - 


‘to the extraordinary poffeffion of demons.—- 


F Since that, in the chriftian ages, down to our . 


own times; fimilar diftempers, or any others 


attended with uncommon violent fymptoms, | 


that refifted the, prefcriptions of quacks and _ 


were with equal ignorance ate 
tributed. to-the devil’s agency; and called — 


witchcraft. A very ‘well chofen conceit. to 


cover and untkilfulnefs in. the dif, 
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oft 43 to delude. impote 

the ‘cajoled patient. 
‘power of witchcraft, according to the | 
vualgarnotion of it, is a preternatutal power: 
yet notfuppofed to. be connate with any one; 
who ever fufpected a witch, ora‘wizzard, 
among infants and children? how then isit 7 
to be acquired?’ how are men to commence 
their commerce with Satan, to covenant with Hm 
him‘to inveft them with it? will age? will a 
‘prominent tooth? will an’ old woman’s length 
of beard, or chin, determine her qualification 
to have it conferred? this were ridiculous to Him 
fappofe.? Andif not fo: how thal this power 
be conveyed; or contracted for? where'does 

‘Satan’ hold his court, to for infer 

‘nal 
And if a ‘means -of commerce the 
could be found out: (which yet 
f€enis much more wonderful, and difficult 
comprehend, than any thing it isfuppofedto & 
enable men to do:) yet who would ‘attempt 
or defire to obtain it, only for the fake ‘of 
‘doing a little temporal ‘mifchief to others: 
and to end, (without -any prefent advantage 
to themfelves,): in their own: ‘certain: eternal 
_more of Satan, and'the means of covenanting 
with’him ; than the learned, the wife, and 
_ ‘the good’can do? it is certainly hard to give & 
a elon, we'fhould think fo. Can they 
meety 
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and yet thofe mifchiefs comparatively fpeaking, 


of to ride.on a hurdle, ora bréor 


of darknefs; whom) nobody! knows to” 
ever vifible or to -bé known at yall, but by 
Befide 5 alone: is ‘hop a. qualifia’ 
to obtain this imaginaty power: forthe: 
men have not been fufpettedito have 
had it: and yet have been able to infinitely 
. more ‘extenfive, and cruel. mifcHiefs, than: 
who have been ignorantly préfamed 
be poffefied of it: indeed they feem to 
want it leaft; who are moft capable of male- 
volence, by their’ own: evil: Nature and aif 
| preternatural. power,..only’ tordo? mifchief? 


are trifling, ~childifhysand infignifix 
cant. Dotheir powers:.extentl: only-to: giving 
Bin the cramp ; —— to fet children a fpewing 
pins and» needles, that nobody: 
éfticky'nos 
| body: knows whither Why:icansniotthe fame 

preternatural. power be ever difplayed:in: works 
be fuppofed, by being employed<only torda _ 
hurt : -who.can prove’ that the dévil 
-or any «demoniacal: fpirits, can“confer 
onany cteature?: teafonablé 
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"te 34 
eommiffion of the fovereign Creator. — Who 
fuppofe, that a. good and. gracious. 
God will. grant, or permit to be granted: a: 
_ preternatural power to any agent; only to 
torment, and deftroy, or do mifchief to his 
ipmocent creatures? and whocan fuppofe fuch 
. @powerfhotild be granted tothe moft depraved 
wicked’; «which in all ages has gene- 
This interrogatory way of ‘arguing mney 
haps difpleafe the favourers of vulgar errors; 
and be deemed the want of more pofitive 
argument and proof. But indeed itis to 
combat fhadows, and creatures of imagination 
only ; iniany other way, than by appeal to 
realon and common fenfe.- Wenever have yet 
been told diftinélly and defcriptively what thefe 
-chimerical, are, and how. they»exift: 
blankdenial- of them therefore ‘is a fair 
_ partof their-confatation. Let.us then proceed 
to.afk once: more; Why are there believed to 
in former days? »and»why are 
they. generally. lefs. here, :than 
Catholick countries; where! ignorance »and- 
_faperftition, mixt ieftly cunning, have 
@eceits.and errors are owing to the de» 
and Jiteratute, onone: 
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- and to defign and. trick. on the: other: 
ance is the mother of fuperftition, eafily 
 fuaded: to fwallow- wonders; and: the moft” 
marvellous becomes the moft credible. 
.Thechurch of Rome had gained pare an 
2 afeendancy over the faith and confciences of 
their deluded votaries; that nothing was fo 
impudently abfurd and incredible, but their 


«authority could make them believe it. Such, 


for inftance, were the converfations of St. Ber-) 
nard with the devil : and fuch is the ftory of © 


the Britith St. Dunftan’staking him bythe 
&§ nofe with a pain of red hot tongs. ‘Their le- 


gends are. full of fuch idle tales, which, if 
they ie not at leaft, 


“But. the art: of gave birth to 


the learning : andthe glorious re~ 


formation of religion, which commenced foon 
after, gave a new check to: this grofs fuperfti- 


tion and fallacy. have happily:ever fince: 


improved the means afforded us, ‘to eradicate’. 


thefe: prejudices and vulgar errors. And we 
experience every day, that as fcience and learn- 


increafes, the vulgar notions of {pirits, ap» 


Partitions, witches, and demons, decreafe and 


dice of. themfelves, But yet the total extir~ 


pation of opinions and prajueditiins which have: 
grown: inveterate by the encouragement of 
many centuries, mutt. be expeéted to be a 
work of time. Reafon and philofophy have 
already done a.great deal. towards it; time, and 
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opinions, that it has ever ignorantly or. 


i 46 
4 farther ‘itsprovement letters ‘will do the 
“The oug the reformation: went a great 
way, in the illumination of ignorance, andthe 
fappreffion of Popith errors: yet {till fome 


fhare of them ftuck very clofe:for a long time 


after; and that not in the opinion of the vul- | 


_ garonly. A’ royal hand * gave the’ world ‘a 
treatife of learned ignorance upon the fubje& 
donionology, about a century and a half 
ago, And what wonder then, if in that, and 


the next reign, ‘we read of hundreds fuffer- - 


ring for witchcraft in thefe two kingdoms ; 
and not a very {mall of that num= 
ber, in onecounty only, 

Improvements of learning, ond the 
_ reformed: religion have fince that time happily 
gone‘on to diffipate thefe idle chimera’s. The 


Tegiflative’ ‘power has wifely declared their fen- 


timents ‘upon it, in abolifhing the old penal 
Jaws’ ordained againft the wild’ fancies of an. 


‘¥gnorant brain. So that the laft execution we 


have heard of upon this fubject, is. not thatof’ 
a witch; but for the rath murder of a ‘woman 


May the reformed te to-exter- 
albthe: érrors of popery ; and all the 


éraftily efpoufed ; till we are prefented a holy 


$08 in Hertfordfhire, 
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Chrift. May religious and ufeful learning in- 

 creafe; till reafon teaches us to deride all im- 
pofitions about witches, and demons; as re- 
velation has already taught us, that the Sonof . 
God was manifefed for this very purpofe—- 
that he might deftroy the works of the devil®, 
But what fhall we fay then of Simon; fire . 
' named Magus ? who in {cripture indeed is faid - 
to have Jewitched the people with his forceries = 
And to him the people gave heed from the leaff to 
rhe sreateft, becaufe of along time he bad be~. ~<% 
witched them with his forceries +. Say of him? 7 
| why that the fcripture here, as ufual, adapts 
itfelf to the language and opinions, that weré 
current : that Simon either aétéed by the rules — 
mee of philofophy and fcience ; or.affected and pre- 
mee =tended to do fo; by which be got great.reputation — 
among the people; and made himfelf to be thought % 
great one: ‘as the famous Friar Bacon did 
| by his fuperior fkill in philofophy, particular- 
me ly inthe ufe of optic glafies: and as‘any opti- 
cian or chymift might ftilldo among the 
vulgar people ; and produce fuch prodigies to 
them, as would-lead them to believe him maf- 
me ter ofa fupernatural power. And perhaps after. a 
® all, for any thing that appears to the contrary, © 
me deep {kill and cunning drawing the 
wonder of the people, amounted to no more 
me than that-of one of our modern gypfies, or ~ 
me fortune-tellers: unlefs a difference lies in the — 
ignorance of the people dealt with. 
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in, the original fignify what we are now 
- @pt to underftand by magician ; as we may 
take farther prefently.. Neither 


power ; or 


oes It a the exercife of any diabolical or 


‘exhibiting the wonders of art, and {cience, and 


patural _philofophy, to the amazement of the 
_ people ; or perhaps only his pretending toda 


‘fo,.and barely imitating, or counterfeiting the 


“gs to. obtain his end: -he. firuck the vulgas 
people with furprize. and veneration : and to 


the 


‘derived from the devil ; they could not, at the 
fame time, be afcribed to the grest power of 


Ged. But the devilith of witchcraft 


er forcery, according to the common ufe of the 


words, are no where direGtly imputed to him: 


he is not charged with the wickednefs of fuch — 
devilifh works ‘of malevolence and darknefs 
‘por are’ any particular and real powers, above 
to be proved upon him. The apoftle 
eproves him indeed, and bids-him repent 
wickednefs; but.of what wickednefs? of 
a€iual witcheraft.and forcery ? No fuch thing, 
Simon wondered as much at the real miracles” 


oe or the. working any real | 
_ giracles..or prodigies; but only that Simon 
acted in character of one of the Eaftern Magi; 


gave heed, or attention, faying, 
_man-4s the great power of God. If his arts and 
practices were to be infernal, and 


2 eftects of their learning. He gave out himfelf ’ 
to be fomebody : and he a¢ted his part fo well, 
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the reverence of: mankind. .. Thefe ‘were the 


* 


and figns of € Philip. ye ‘as ié 
did at: But yet his affectation 

magiifm, vanity to be confidered:as formes 
body 5 and-his ‘aétually deluding the: 
multitude by his impofture; (though fins 
henfible ;)» were yet not fins of: fuch a-natare, 
as to hinder his own real--belief‘of chrifiak 
veracity: and power ; and. obtaining ‘thereby /a 
convert’s Peter knew he mafter of 
no, fuch bafe arts as were pretended ;' he khiew 
there really were none fuch and that at‘moft, 


he could be only guilty: of affecting 


and. by fuch,affectation deceiving the people. 
Bot his real, wickednefs was,'— Bevaufe Be 


oe 


os 


. 


H EB. ancient t magi; i, 
A derives its. name; were originally the-men 
of learnin g -and real: {cience.of the Eaft by 
which qualifications they: deferved- and’ won 


wife men of Babylon: and of thefe the prophet 
Daniel himfelf was by authority of Nebuchad- _ 
nezzar appointed: archimagus or chief *, But 
to. abufe. this efteemribe- 
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“to preferve and fupport it- by finifter arts and | 
Snventions, What the people had juftly grants 
_ @d,at firft to their.philofophy and merit ; they 
afterwards ftrove to heighten by. trick and de+ 
eeit. Hence inftead of profefiors of wifdom, 
magi degenetated into teachers of fuper+ 
ftition,,and impofers: upon men’s. credulity: 

‘and laboured to retain the veneration they had 


fairly gained, by bafe-:delufion and impofture.: 
Another’ abufe. of magiifm ormagick, fim» 
lar to, thatiof forcery and witchcraft, was the 
an loration of futurities by divination, omens, 
prognoitications. The conceit of divina- 


appears to ‘have been at as old as | 


the times of Jofeph; (as fi obferved 3) 
it is probable thar Egypt was the place of its 


birth. However, ity feems to have {pread as 
_ far as Mefopotamia in the days of Balaam, who 
‘brought from thence to.exercife divina- 


tions and inchantments againft. the people of 


 Vfrael. The folly of his art, where God was 


pleated to intereft himfelf,: fufficiently appears 


the-event of all his preparations... »\How- 


sever it. gained. ground fufficiént:to: fpread 


‘delf through the unilluminated ‘pagan world, 


fall it: feemed to have bag the 


Nay, fo did it prevail ; th: 
be apt. to othink,. that: every. cheat and 
impoftor ‘invented their own: mc 
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| divination, to deferibe them, 

at large would be a vain and. tedious labour,, ~~ 
and a pitiful wafte of time / yet were they not 

more various and innumerable, than frivolous — 

_and contemptible.’ The moft folemn, and in- | 

deed expenfive’ manner ‘OF’ foe 

was, by poring into the entrails of facrifices > 

but other prognofticks of lower price 

be purchafed. Sometimes by throwing. dice, 

fometimes by dreams, fometimes. by glafs, by . 

water, or rings: at other times the ufe ofthe - 

fieve, the hatchet, and the theers, the {creams 

of ravens, ‘or the {creeching of an owl, or the , - 
more portentous prodigy of a crowing. hen, 
were feverally employed by ‘the learned jug= 

_. glers to denounce the fates and fortunes: of | 

fOols, 

 Onirocritical in. particular is-ce= 

debrated by, Homer ; tho’ doubtlefs.older than 
the fiege of Troy. Perhaps the firft hints of ’ 
might. be derived from the. providential 4 

dreams of Pharaoh, and their divine interpre 
tations. certainly the fubfequent ufe of i it, 

as a common prognoftication of events, if it” 

_ be nota prophanation of what was olga 
facred 3; is at leaft an abufe of fenfe and 
in all, who are not: dreaming: full, tho’ with 

their eyes open, 

“The ancients firft invented lucky 

moments and aufpicious days ; nay, eventhe + 
emperor Auguftus, i in the height of Roman \-" 4 
was not great enough to be fuperiout 
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them; and’ to def pife hem. | “May not 


: apottle poffibly allude to fome of thefe hea- J 


ie then fooleries, as well as to the fuperftition of © 


the Jews, in‘blaming them for their obfervation 
‘ of days, and months, and times, and years? * 


The divinations and omens of more modern _ 


. times, ftupid and foolifh as they are, are yet. 
only the copies of the heathen theologifts; © — 
‘butinduftrioufly preferved and propagated by 
Roman Catholick craft and policy, inthe times 
_ of darknefs and ignorance : and not yet, as we | 
too plainly experience, diffipated by the later 
_ improvements in learning ; nor quite worn out — 


length of time fince the reformation. We 
retain a faith in the formidable omen of a 


death watch, and the myfterious power of odd 
numtbers : thall I mention the omen of dreams, | 
and of falt oP illed ; the divination by lines in 
_ the hands, by cards, and by cafting coffee-_ 
grounds > There would be indeed no end in 


collecting all the miodern fuperftitions, that 


might be noted : and yet truly it ‘is but little 
we have been able to add to the precious | ftock 
_ ofthe ancients: the merit of invention is al- 
 moft all theirs: and we in general only tran- 
_ feribe and adopt thofe of two or three. thou- 
fand yearsold. ~~ 
the mention of ‘thefe is, with 
“folid minds, enough to betray their vanity 
and folly: the. recollection of them is a. 
difgrace and fhame t to all their abettors and 
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favourers.: | With what af indignation” 
does the prophet cali them all lies and madnefs, 


faith he, fruftrateth the tokens of lars ; 


maketh diviners mad and 

of bis fervant *. 

The mention of thefe fooleries; I is their 
_fhame; and at this period, under the prefent 
improvements of philofophy and learning, is 


fufficient to confute them ; with all, at leaft, - 


but the dregs” of mankind. For what ‘con- 


neétion is there between thefe fuperftitious 
fervances or practices, and’ the events of hu- 

man life? what a difference between thefe 
follies; and the’ fuperintendance of a divine — 
providence? If they. could ‘really mean any 


thing ; yet who has power to be their i inter-" 
preter? and who has ever yet fhewn his au-" 
thority for it? We may afk, in the words of the’ 
_ Jews to our Saviour ;—-What fign fheweft thou, 
that we may believe ? By what’ evidence’ 


know that the ‘vent is the’ 


omen: 


Do thefe creatures, the in a fa: 
perftition, both animate and inanimate, know” 
the future fates and fortunes of men? It werea _ 
fhame even to pretend it: -and, if not; how 


then can they teach it? But if' it pleated pro- | 


vidence to prefignify either mortality in 
—mily, or anyother important events; would 
not a language to be underftood ? 
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evident charaGers ; not liable to mifconftruc. 
tion and error? Can. we imagine it worthy the _ 
 wildom of God to reveal his future decrees to 
‘mankind, by the howling of a dog ; or by the 
fcrecching of an owl; by the Gapping: fa 
pigeon’s. wing; or by tinkling o a bell > 
Certainly wherefoever divine information i ae 
tended ; we thall not be left, as in fuch like | 
inftances, toerror and mifinterpretation. The 
whole therefore the fond credulity and fu- 
perftition of the vulgar ; improved by the art- 
deceit of impoftors ; fanétified by remote 
‘antiquity, ahd handed to us by popith fraud 
and Knayery, 
Itis along and fcandalous catalogue 
that we have of thefe delufive treacherous in- | 
ventions ; all of them current,..in the former 
days of darknefs and ftupidity: and too many 
: fill credited by the vulgar and illiterate, notin: | 
-Catholick countriesonly. But let it be confi- 
_ dered.;'if thefe ridiculous tricks and conceits 
are not founded on truth neither were 
they when generally believed: and if not 
all, or any of them true then ; neither are they. 
now.. ‘And if divinations, omens, and prog- 
ptications, be only the refult, and effect of 
 faperftition on one part; and of fraud on the 
other: then fo are all the other tribes of delu-— 
“fion,—fpirits, witches, and demons: children 
and fools are now chiefly in poffeffion of ther: : 
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lets, and incantations, to be juftly explo- 
as grote impofitions upon weaknefs' and 
Do the dealers in this delufive tum- 
affect any fupernatural iftheydo . | 
not; they mean nothing. If they do: let it 7 


then be afked, whether it is derived from God, 
or the devil ? They will be afhamed and'con= — 

_ founded to own the one: the other they will — 

want affurance to pretend to. And we 


of no other invifible powers in the world. 
‘From whence then can any operative in= 
fluences be ‘derived; or what cam they be 
_afcribed to; when expected to cure “eyes:  — 
agues ? ‘Can ‘mere words and {yllables have any: a 
natural powers at all ?can ‘there be any virtue. 
or efficacy in the force of letters, or language ; 
triangles, fquares, or -circles ? The firft re- 
flexion of reafon upon ‘them proclaims their 
~abfardity and ftupidity : the mean‘credulity of 
the patient.gives them all the virtue they could — 
ever boaft of: they are of a piece with the 
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* ; ; we fill upon 
a which will ever ftand a difgrace to corm- - 
~- mon fenfe and reafon ; and remain a ftanding 
argument; how far even.the wife, as- well as. 
- the vulgar, could.in times of ignorance profti- 
their underftandings to their credulity ; 
and fall in with the epidemical rage of fuper-_ 


ba 


ftition. Let then fuch vain, fuchignorantde- 


the fate of armies; when a comet, or a con- 


. Tufions, now hide themfelves, and flee away : a 
arts they may be called ; but of noeffect, but _ 


what the tame furrendry of common fenfe 


arts may burn their books ; and value them, if 
they pleafe, at fifty thoufand pieces of filver +: 


the. works themfelves are but bubble and de- ; 


ceit ; and their books in reality not worth one 


farthing. 


Of thefame! ftamp may be jutly reckoned all 


_ceeleftial omens, portents, and aftrological pre- 


dictions. ‘There have been times, when an 
eclipfe has determined the iffue of battles, and 


junction of planets, have been fuppofed to por- 
has now thefe - 


weal” 


Cato’s receipt for Jaxation or Take a reed: 
ee fplit itlength ways with aknife: apply the parts to each others 
againyandtyethem. Then throw the joyned reed over your 


head pronouncing thefe words.’ Huat, Hauat, Huat.: Ifa, Pifta, 
Fides: Domiabo, Damnauftra. And the bone or. luxation 


grow found again. Vid. Philaleutherus Lipfienfis, 


_ tend revolutions in. tates ; to prognofticate 
_, the fate of kingdoms. But true aftronomical - 
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weak. “a vain. with all bit the: 
ignorant and. fuperftitious’ part of mankind. 
Cefar’s murder was evidently neither the 
_caufe nor effect of the fun’s obfcurity about the. 
time of his death ; if any fuch defect of light — 
was real, or any thing more in fact, thanthe 
faperttition of his friends, and a defect of light \ 
in their partial underftandings. Wemeamnot 
to deny here, thatthe cceleftial luminarieshaye 
any effeéts on this fublunary world + theirmu- 
tual attractions and perturbations arenowwell 
known: and what diftributions of vapour,or 
other ‘matter, may be diffeminated into the 
folar fyftem, by the’ tails of comets, may in ~~ 
fome meafure be now. prefumed, and guefied — 
at: but ftill all thefe effects are under the fame. 
fteady uniform laws of nature and providence, — 
by which they conftantly and regularly. dif- 
penfe tous lightand heat. 
In the fame roll with this kind of bigotry 
and deceit we may reckonthe imaginary virtue 
of the royal touch; the credit of which, for — 
the cure of one certain: evi/, had been eftablith= 
ed for fo many hundred years. We read in-— 
_ deed of the emperor Vefpafian in one inftance _ 
curing .a blind man by the imperial touche ~~ 
_And’we hear of many eyes and evils cured by © 
~ old women, by the force of words, not quite fo 
hard and uncouth as the ancient Abracadabra. 
We muft own too the: peculiar power and 
influence’ of the touch of gold. But with all - 
thefe conceffions, if the origin | and grounds of, 
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‘will be found in the higheft degree 
_ abfard and ridiculous ; of equal authority, and — 
equal ‘credibility. with the marvellous cures 
‘wrought by the fhrines or. relicks of Romith 
faints. 
commencement of the royal power 
fhealing began inthe perfon of Edward the 
Confeffor ; difpenfed to a woman, warned ina 
_ vifion to'apply to theking ; who is faid to have 
cured her barrennefs, as well. as her fores, 
_ And this particular virtue is pretended to have - 
hereditarily tran{mitted to pofterity down 
late times. 


But tho” this holy confeffor appears by fits 


hiftory to have-had no peculiar fanétity, more. 


than a blind bigotry and devotion tothe Romith - 


church: yet feveral other miracles are equally’ 
'.. recorded of him, as well as this : in ice 
bishaving reftored to fight feveral blind per- 


fons; more than is told of Vefpafian. Why 


then was not the faculty.of curing the blind too 
mhade hereditary, as well as any | other dif- 
eafe | 


And why is ‘die virtue 


: royalty, rather than to his /anéfity ? If royalty 
_. was better intitled to it, why did not every chri- 
Mian fovereign equally enjoy it? but if only his — 


confefforfhip qualified him with the common 
of Romith faints: then the power itfelf 


comes purely perfonal and have, 
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the man. 
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again. “fegality. ‘was to be 
fupernatural faculty why were the cures 
very uncertain, atid’ | in moft inftan- 
ces: if ever any were wrought at all? why, 
were. they ‘gradually effected in the manner. 
that medicine is ufed to operate; and as if 
nature itfelf contributed, to. the. work. 2’ why 
was not the cure.infantaneotfly accomplithed 
the. more. to difplay the divinity 
of the miracle,’ and thereby more 
to, convince the doubting {ceptick ? 
But the truth. .is 5... great. part. of the old 
Enelith hiftory is colteéted and comipiled from 
the and memoirs, of monkifh’ wri- 


And forry I am, that: we fhould have no bet- 
ter vouchers, no jatter. authority, for a large 
part of the hiftory of. our. country. 
prepofterous ftories, ‘récorded. other 
-end.and defign; but.-to: celebrate. the int, 
to. whom thofe -houfes were dedicated,..and— 
to propagate fuperftition : to. this purpofe nos 
thing copld be conceived-too abfurd’ and’ tog 


ters ; and from the records.of religious houfes, 


falfe’ for their forgery.. -But-one ‘vein of 


dacious-partiality.and falfity, runs through. the 
whole: every fovereign, who’ devoted himfelf 
-totheir prieftly. authority ; and. impoverifhed 
himfelf,. and. the-people, for the: wealthy en- 
dowments of monatteries.; was-fure to be cele- 
as-a faint;.a.confeflor, a worthy princes | 
every, one who.attempted to thake their 
| (piritua thackles, and to confult the civil inte-. « 
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fare to be branded for a: an impious 


wretch, and almoft an heretick: © 


“It is farther to be noted, in oppofition’ ‘to the 


vain pretenfions; that no cotempo- 


tary author, that we know of, afcribes this vir- 
tue of healing to‘him. Itis'therefore probable 


that this, Jike other Romith miracles, began to 


be attributed to him; when the man’ was . 


almoft forgotton and only ‘the memory “of. 


~ the faint was revived, for the fake of impofing | 


on the’ credulous vulgar. “It is fairly prefum- 
able that his cafionization, and: his miracles, - 
might be thought of together; the former ‘of 
which was not ftarted tf at leatt two hundred = 
years after hisdeath. = 
"What a worthy foundation. hien a 
wonderful miracle by a living faint and confef- 
for! outdone a hundred’ times, by (the old 
_fhoe of) that humble high-prieft Becket, aes 
he had been long dead. 

But how comesthis marvelléus power | to! ¢ 
on the royal line, ‘through ‘fo mary 
fucceffive ‘generations, ‘as Is ‘pompoufly’ pre- 


tended ? This is aprivilege never grantedby Al- 


~ mnighty God to any of the faints ‘or prophets, 
or apoftles recorded’ in {cripture. Was the 
royal confeflor /uperiour to any of them ?° This 
in modefty we fhall hardly date to fay : ‘anid 
yet without it, the efficacy of the royal’ toich 


mufthavebeen extinguifhéed longago. Nothing 


- but popifh ignorance and credility on one hand, 


other; 
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 othér; could have fo long fupported and pro- 


pagated fo groundlefs and fenfelefs a fallacy. 


' "This is perhaps the only miraculous power, 


that has ever been pretended to be hereditarily © 


tranfmitted to pofterity: which confideration 


alone may be no {mall prejudice acainft our iy 


faith init. But moreover it happens unluckily 


‘that the hereditary fucceffion itfelf of our kings, © . 
within little more than thirty reigns fince the ~ 


confeffor, has been interrupted almoft half fo 


many times. What became then of the ‘efi- — 


_ cacy of the wonder-working power upon thefe 
infractions ? To anfwer this difficulty Iam to+ 


tally at alofs; and fear the patrons of ‘fuper-- 


will be:no leis fo. 
_ It feems then as if the hereditary efficacy 


of the royal touch had as little foundation to 


fupport it, as that old tyrannical abfurd doétring 


of hereditary right to dominion. Had the 


_ Duke of Monmouth thought of this notable 


expedient; it might have favéd him the more ~ 


dangerous appeal, againft King James, to the 
lions in the Tower ; to try, as is faid, their 


_title and competition of hereditary right: and ~~ 
teft of the touch have been as wife, 
inguifhing faculty of ~ 


and as good, as the di 


thofefurly beafts, 


of monkith tales, and fotged miracles: let bi- 


_ And be it the glory of the family of his prefent 


* 


Let this then go along with the other.tribes 


gots and tyrants. lean on fuch JSrokenreeds, 
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of the proteftant religion : and to haveforfeited 


with the heathen world. the. 


all the. imaginary powers and virtues, that 
- Rome-can confer ; for the fake of that one virs, 
tue of fecuring the civil rights a 


‘CHAP. vin. 


The oracles, Sybi line books, 
ed and expofed. 


rN the firft rank the divining tafe may, 
well be reckoned the Oracles, fo much in. 


4 hine of the invention of them might be taken 
from their intercourfe with the ‘ewz/h people, 
and derived from them. ‘The one confulted, 
the eternal God for divine information at the 
_ ark of the covenant, by Urim and Thummim: 

the others applied to deities of their own crea-. 


tion to inveftigate futurities. - 


"The moft famous oracles in the were, 
that of Jupiter at. Dodona, and that of Apollo. — : 
at Delp _ But why the famous ? Could. 
the infallible fountains of truth and knowledge 
be preferableto one another ? are there degrees. 
of infallibility and-omnifcience ? This argues. 
fome fi ufpicion that all was but trick inven~ 
tion: - and that. the credit of the oracle, in the 
tines. their higheft profperity, depended’ 
very aach open the art and Cunning of their 
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ftances it is very certain that it was fo,. They .— 
were not always impowered to give.any anfwers, . 
at all, when their credit might be notorioufly 
 hazarded. And it is as certain, that the 
fwers they pave, when. obtained, were: not 
true. But only when they blundered 
and. betrayed, they had. commonly the addrefs. 
to lay he | blame pbs the interpreter: fo that 


always 


when the meaning of the oracle (which had 


originally no. meaning at all) was by its am- 


biguity miftaken, or happened to deceive ; 


the fault was. not Apollo’s,. but. the 


expounders : and. fo they had a” 
referve and falvo to bring them off. _ 

But what?.can a revelation. of. the 
gods be dark, mysterious, or ambiguous 
is.a: contradiction in terms... Can one oracle 
want another to. explain it? itisgbfurd, and 
impoffible. The very end. of . confulting ora~ 
muft have been,—to clear, up. doubtsj—-. 
to refolve myfteries,--and to.diflip 
uncertainties ; and_not to involve. the i 
deeper in them. Revelation, and myftery: ar 
totally oppofite . and incompatible.. And. 
this was the cafe. with the heathen. oracles. im, 
general, and. hence. the. inquirer,,-when. able, 
often confulted many oraclesion the fame.points; 
led to it bythe experience. of. their fallibility, 
and. deception ; and that one,, inthe height 
of it’s Credit, was.to. be. trufted: 
was them all. 
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he of “all this no Other, 
than that they were at beft but cheats and 
delufjons ; the engines and tools of politicians 
+ aid’princes. They gave the oracle being’ at firft, 
and they ‘generally governed the they 
' Often'gave the anfwers, that were returned to 
‘them apain. And hence, in the time of De- . 
mofthenes, hejuftly complained that the Del- 
phic ‘oracle itfelf did philippize’; i. gave 


‘tefponfes as Philip king of Macedon _ 


would have : arid : proftituted its imaginary ve= 
sacity: to the authority of the king. 


“The oracles'therefore. were only impoftures er 


“and. ‘bubbles; to cheat the vulgar. Their 
prieftefs’s ravings, foamings, diftortions, 


convulfions, ‘were tricks to amufe and deceive 


the ignorant people. And thefe, with all other 
preparations to confult them, were indeed well 
adapted to dtrike the ‘inquirer with awe and 
veneration ; but very bad figns of real divinity ; 
and « utterly inconfiftent with the dignity’ and 
fobriety of any real infpiration. And hence it 
is‘obfervable, that when feience increafed ; and’ 
confequently their knowledge, or rather their 
ignorance and delufion began to be fufpected : ‘a 
fome of them deferted their old feats i in Greece; 
fled to the Hyperborean regions of the Scy- 
thians'; 3 in whofe darknefs their impofture was. 
jore eafily maintained. 
We fee then the very foundation of 
were nothing ‘but the contrivance of artful 
men; tho’ believed in by the as 
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Probably a. blind p 
~fion in ‘mankind for and foothfay-- 
delufion, alway. pier 


‘ing; and a fondnefs 
valent in vulgar illiterate minds ;_ could ever 


have encouraged ‘at firft the artful and defign- 


ing oracular pretenders, to. prefume to i 


fo much upon human underftandin gs; and. te to 
rule men by their own foibles, » Their know- 


ledge was founded only upon the i ignorance of 


the people : the credit of the one refted upon — 
the blind implicit faith of the other ; fapport- 


ed indeed often, as we obferved, by civil power; — 


becaufe princes could rule thofe oracles them- 


felves, that’ ruled the people ; and. draw {uch 


anfwers from them, as they firft required, and 


as beft ferved their policy. But could the Py- — 


‘thian priefteffes,. do we think, denounce or 


predia any furer truths, by bein tran{ported 
ury and ray= 


with paffion ; or agitated with 
‘ings? or rather, was not this a more likely way 


‘to eclipfe and confound the little underftand- - 
ings they had? Their pretence to prophecy 
therefore was mere impofition: their infpira- 
tion by an oracular fpirit was mere 


| mption, and craft. 


The priefts and and their 


were the only oracles; by which con- 


- federacy they fometimes drew from the de- 


luded inquirers, or explored. by their corre-. 
{pondencies, that fecret, which they afterward - 


pretended to reveal, They often cae and 


the out of their fenfes their 
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bubble.” ‘Their anfwers were generally 
as we find by thofe on record';-by 
which ‘they were alway enabled to evade the 
‘imputation of falfity : and yet with all their 
they generally deceived, rather than 
Gatisfied their cajoled inquirers ; who felt their 
_, Jart ‘and cunning, but found not their pre- 
or divine veracity. The whole was no- 
thing but combination of. roguith impoftors, 
‘whofe fole art and fkill lay in fpecioufly.de- — 
‘ceiving the common people; who, dup‘d by 
“their own ignorance and prejudices, as well as 
“‘ftupified by the previous proceffes of the priefts, 
‘Were prepared beforehand for deception. 
“And yet with. all thefe arts and confedera- 
ies, the credit of thefe oraclés began to droop 
‘and Janguifh, abeut the time of our ppb 
advent. This has been generally attributed to 
power and divinity of “Jefus Chrift, who 
‘Filenced and confounded the infernal fpirits, 
that informed and infpired thofe oracles. But bg 
this likewife is a vulgar error. Where all was | 
at firft prieftly ‘trick and delufion ; and where 
there was no demon to confound, or fpirits to 
_ ‘filence ; there wanted not any divine or fupe- | 
‘flour power to extinguifh or fuperfede them. 
“Tt was the /earning and inquifittvenefs of the 
 “Augaftean age,that checked the prevalence,and 
the credit of the heathen oracles. And 
‘thereneeded no other influence but. philofo- 
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and the of a rational 


to. detect and expofe their rogueries and 
- fallaciés, and to fhake the very foundations of 
the impofture. 

For it muft be owned, oracular divination 
did not totally expire upon our Saviour’s ap- 


pearance and miniftry; nor till fome centuries - : 


 afterwatd. Nay, new oracles were created and 


erected after the commencement of chriftianity.. 


But their credit fink and abated, in proportion’as 
learning and {cience flourithed : ‘till the fatal 
time that chriftianity began to grow Roman — 
catholick ; and‘then, with concern it fpoken, 
whole fyftem of heathenifh fuperftition, 


and the whole train of cheat and impofture, 


became adopted. into the church: and fpread- 
and flourifhed with no lefs fuccefs, than it had 


under the Grecian management, and 


‘ pagan prieits. 


The of the nations ie 


_ to the Roman empire, contributed to’ this re- 

Yolution. They overwhelmed the Roman 
power, and the Roman learning together> 
and by extinguifhing {cience, they laid the. 
foundation forthe revival of fuperftition, de= 
lufion, and idolatry. They brought with them 


-inihds already impreffed with o/d fuperftitions; 
and'ttherefore ‘of courfe the more fufceptible 


‘of new. “No fooner therefore were Roman 
arts arid fcience, learning and philofophy ex- 
tinguithed ; and Gothick barbarifm, of monk- 


had feized their places butrwe 
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@redulity,. that had duped the. 
‘fevive again; .cecover their ancient credit; 
and rule the inflaved minds of the ignorant — 
wulgar with: more and Aytanay, 
ayed before... 
Hence arofe new, {cene of wonder-worl 


a 


shan had been ever dif; 
. ing, and..a new idolatry : hence a credulity in 


Conjurers, and witches, in demons, {pirits, and 

apparitions, in omens, figns, and prognofticks, 
 .andall the trumpery of heathenifh fuperftition, 
which erected again it's creft, and became re~ 
eftablithed, For what wonder, that the 


tors and follies of paganifm fhould. recover 


themfelves ; and captivate,the minds of thofe 
people ; under the new fhape,. that po 


gave them ? who for immemorial. 
been ufed to nothing elfe. _, 


ftitions: and it was natural for them to. en; 
eourage in the people thofe blind conceits and 
fancies ; by faghich they could. moft eafily. rule 


and them. The. pricfts, would not fail 4 
to prompt a belief in. their own. arts; 


and encourage..an opinion in.thofe 
atitions, and demons ; which, none 


Selves could raife,. and.lay again, Thefe airy 


bubbles. became fo many, powerful inftraments 
their hands,.to: augment. credit. and 

| | t 


n ‘world, 


On the other fide ; it became ihe 
Rome to govern their ignorant,vo+ 
taries: by their, own and fapers 


ints, ap- 
{ them- 


| 
+ 
4 
> 
AS 
ac 
sey 4 
id 
‘ 
aS 
| 
» , 
wig 
4 
» 
¥ 
7 
¥ -% 
Mee: 
ay 


tha of thie deluded 
‘They therefore made:as: good’ uf .of vit, 
fill do of their 


Paul predited ?*——That that wickedione 


pall be revealed, whom the. Lord: {hall <confume 
with the fpirit of bis mouth; and de 


with the brightnefs of bis coming : even 


‘tim, whofe coming is after the working of Satan; 
with all power; andfigns, and lying wonders? 

“By ‘all this we fee ‘that the faperfiition: we 


ate exploding, is the mere child of ignorance — 


ahd ilfiterature imptoved: and cultivated by 
defigning ‘cheats. Paganifor begarit’; 
, trained, and nurfed Tt 
nguifhed under the learning of -the Aas 
_ gaftean ‘age ; but recovered: more ‘than all 
-its"former ftrength ; foon as*Gothick bare 
barifm and monkith: ignorance had Rifled-and 
@xtinguifhed’ that learning. And it is- the 
of thefe prejudices, fo-inveteratedand 
confirmed ; ‘that; in fpite of the ‘glorious res 
‘formation, we thal? find the: and 
of, to this dayi 
“We now ‘itideed - and fenfo 
enough to deride the ‘and 
Mercury, of the. heathens 5, to- laugh at 
their pretended the ofes-and miracles 


wif 


penanees, and purgatory.’ Is‘not this: 
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holy wate?, to frighten away and ap- 
and fpitits. -And why’ is it more 
| difficult to proceed to-deride and laugh atthofe 
creatures of their impofition and fraud, 
-— {pirits, witches, and demons themfelves 
nothing but the fame fuperftition and 
deceit created; and which are, and 
ought to be, as eafily exploded and abolifhedy 
2 recourfe to and the light 
OF affinity to thefe of Greece were 
ee the Sybilline books of the Romans. ‘Their pre- 
tended otigin befpeaks a cheat ; and their. ule, 
palpable impofture. The books are faid to 
been bought ata very high price by 
Tarquin of an old woman of very ftrange ap- 
peatance; after burning fix outof nine, 
which, the firft offered tothe king; ftill pere 
fiftedto demand the fame price the 
 fmaining three: by advice of the augurs, wha 
were confulted on fo.odd -an: ogcafion, the 
money: was paid her; and. fhe immediately 
venlthed away, and was never feen afterward, . 
»What .an. ingenious foundation for divine 
or rather, what a fine-fpun thread 
of policy ! —.What.severence would fuch. 
of; oracles conciliate to themfelves now ?.” 
authority, do we think, laws, of fucha 
marvellous origin, would carry with them at 
day? » when implicit faith and fupers 
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illiterate ignorance:in which 


declares” againft t 
about witches, demons, -augurys, divinations; 


—wheneventhe very of letters {carcé feems- 
to have been to that people: and. when 
(notwithflanding the exaétnefs. of their ‘Ann: 
Urb: .cond:. -afterward) even their beft :cliro- _ 
nological tables were {carce began to béifoand 
‘the annual nails driven into. Jupiter's capitoh, 

.Thefe books were committéd:to the cuftody 
certain patricians, chofen for, that if pecial 
purpofe: it is_no wonder then, whenever 
was neceflary to pacify the tumultuous paffions 
of the people, raifed either by publick calamity; — 
or by injury, that. upon’ copfult.a_ yerfe was 
fure, to .be: found in them, direClly. adapted to 
the, occafion.;.. Whatever. the: policy .of-the 
{tate thought. neceflary to feek for 3 could 
not fail to. find, there... For who.c difpute 
the: truth ; or attempt -to..evince the cheat} 
where none were permitted. to fee the facred 
books, but thofe commiffioned to keep, and, 
fearch them: and, whofe ,bufinefs was to 


RC M all: that has been we may 
faizly deduce, how plainly pa forceably 
he vulgar opinion 
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fare a fafficient’ 
grourid for yie ‘at length to learnihg’and 
wifdom ;. and for exploding with contempt 
fenfelefs and abfard conceitsabout them. 


§ with reverence we fay this, for thofe 
facred pages ¢-which; it ‘muft be cont 
feffed; do make fome mention of thefe airy 
-ghiftences “and frequently fpeak-of them, at 
any ‘appearance of ‘contradicting 
their’ reality...“ This’ is an argument, which 
to juft weight with well-difpofed 


minds; and béiattended to by a‘religious and 

gational: But we'have already fect, 
“obferved, “that the {ctiptires' herein’ 6 

Be mmodate theinfelves to’ vulgar’ opirtiotis, 

preju udices';2\ as “nay” be éafily: ‘allowed: 

Where the of virtue is’ not ‘intereftéd 

the*ipnorance of the'times was likely 

thofe: pafia flages if Beneral 


where direétly affert, or are intended to 
| teach for divine triths. the apparition of fpirits 5 
‘Where reafon then, common 
{o- ftrenudnily on ‘oné fide ; wé May 
| proportionable-teftimony ‘on the 
tothe ftile and prejudices of thie times 
obtique or occafidnal diction: of 
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iti is text tof wuicertaitty 
fignification, or a vague mention of an.abfteufe 
point. ip {cripture ;. that fhould determine our: 
opinions, oppofition the ditates of folid: 
reafon, We may juftly expect plain and poftive. 
aflertions of {cripture;— texts without ambi- 
-guity or obfcurity; —doétrines as direfandk 
as. thofe that command. the practice of 
obedience . and,,moral: righteoufnefs Ane: the. 
gofpel ; —~and which point folely and cnten= 
to the objeét to be 3 whenever: 
‘weare demanded to yield up our mentalfecul- _ 
ties to our faith. For nothing can.oyete — 

throw the prefumptions of found reafon ;. and io 
 ghtablith it’s own authority init’s flead. 
But fuch a direct oppofition between revelae 
tion, feafon has never yet been-foundin 

feripture in any of it's articles. or doctrines; 
takes.of fallible men, proceeding from. 
flion, ignorance, or. worfe ‘motives, that 
wave ever raifed the appearance of it... For. 
and human wifdom are always the-fame,. 
only in degree: nor can the voice of 
reafon and of divine revelation ever’ interfere; 
in reality ; whatever may have been: falfely 
imagined: human paffions; or. prejudicesjsom 
‘fhort-fightednefs may. donbt; but never: 
create oppoption. between reafon, and rever: 
So that if paffages i in {eripture, that poitit to 
fome of ane we ate eaploding ap- 
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tobe believed. Itis.only: the,mife 
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t reafon' be our guide in the 
feripture; and let reafon at 
be of our faith, Le 
“know idge and wifdom,; which 
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us in true: -religion. { 


he: Lor God"is a’ jealous G 

God was “for: this” vet 
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aimplicit® faith’ ‘upon.’ But “if? as it . 
“they: admit‘ofa fair interpretation; 
‘theh iéave them oF 
anda t ices, and Vain -Imaping= 
tiOns | e itrongelt' zmazinations 
away, then ali iuperitition, the c 
PuS TEFive: to DaniiA this caven oO Cak= 
heis, and wickednefs:; - ‘a the 
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